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)FSF� JT�B� TUSJLJOH� KVYUBQPTJUJPO�CFUXFFO�NPWFNFOU�BOE�TUJMMOFTT��"ĕFS�
iMJHIU
u� POF� FYQFDUT�NPWFNFOU� JO� UIF� OFYU� JNBHF� 	B� CJSE� PS� B� XJOEFE�
CSBODI
�QFSIBQT
�BOE�JOTUFBE
�TVSQSJTJOHMZ
�đOET�TUJMMOFTT�JO�UIF�DBNFMMJB�
CMPTTPN��JUT�XIJUFOFTT�iTPMJEJđFTu�MJHIU�JO�QFUBMT�UIBU�UFOE�UP�CF�PQBRVF�
SBUIFS�UIBO�EJBQIBOPVT
�XJUI�B�TVSSPVOE�PG�IFBWZ
�XBYZ�MFBWFT�

"OE�đOBMMZ
�UIJT�QPFN�T�EFĕ�FODBQTVMBUJPO�PG�UIF�#VEEIJTU�OPUJPO�PG�
TFMG�

DIBTJOH�DMPVE�TIBEPXT�*�GBJM

ăF�CPPL�T�UJUMF
�The Empty Field,�BOE�UIF�SFGFSFODFT�UP�#VEEIB�JO�TFW-
FSBM�QPFNT�JO�UIF�DPMMFDUJPO
�TVHHFTU�UIBU�UIF�BVUIPS
� JG�OPU�B�#VEEIJTU�
IJNTFMG
�JT�WFSZ�GBNJMJBS�XJUI�JUT�'PVS�/PCMF�5SVUIT��*O�UIF�QPFN�BCPWF
�
UIF�QTZDIPMPHJDBM�NJOE�CBTFE� TFMG� 	UIF� i*u
� GBJMT� JO� SFTJTUJOH�XIBU� JT�� *U�
DBO�U�NBLF�JUTFMG�FOEVSF�TJODF�JU�JT�UIF�TBNF�BT�XIBU�JU�DIBTFT
�B�TIBEPX�PS�
DMPVE��*U�NBLFT�UIF�GPVOEBUJPOBM�FSSPS�PG�MPPLJOH�GPS�JUTFMG�PVUTJEF
�SBUIFS�
UIBO�MPPLJOH�JOXBSEMZ�UP�EJTDPWFS�JUT�PXO�FNQUZ�FTTFODF�

ăF�QPFNT�JO�$BSJFMMP�T�CPPL
�The Empty Field
�XFSF�XSJUUFO�BOE�DVMMFE�
PWFS�B�MPOH�UJNF�QFSJPE
�BOE�JU�TIPXT��*U�JT�BO�FYDFMMFOU�DPMMFDUJPO�BOE�*�
IJHIMZ�SFDPNNFOE�JU�

Dear Elsa
�CZ�.BSDP�'SBUJDFMMJ�	$BOBEB
�3FE�%FFS�1SFTT
�����
������
QBHFT������¤������'PVS�DPMPS�DBSE�DJWFST��QFSGFDUCPVOE��*4#/�������
�������������1SJDF���������GSPN�POMJOF�CPPLTFMMFST�

Reviewed by Randy Brooks

MBSDP�'SBUJDFMMJ�T�đSTU�GPSBZ�JOUP�IBJLV�đDUJPO�XBT�IJT�CPPL
�A Thou-
sand Years: The Haiku and Love Letters of Chiyo-ni
�������*O�UIBU�

CPPL
�IF�JNBHJOFE�BOE�XSPUF�MPWF�MFUUFST�QSPNQUFE�GSPN�$IJZP�OJ�T�IBJ-
LV��ăF�CPPL�SFBET�MJLF�B�OPWFMMB
�QSPHSFTTJOH�UISPVHI�UIF�JNBHJOFE�MPWF�
SFMBUJPOTIJQ�� *O�����
�.BSDP�XSPUF� B� TFDPOE�IBJLV�đDUJPO�CPPL
�Dear 
Elsa
�B�CPPL�GPS�DIJMESFO�BHFT�������"T�BO�FYQFSJFODFE�đĕI�HSBEF�UFBDIFS
�
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'SBUJDFMMJ�NBTUFSGVMMZ�DSFBUFT�DIBSBDUFST�XJUI�CFMJFWBCMF�QFSTQFDUJWFT�BOE�
BOHTUZ�WPJDFT��ăJT�CPPL�JT�BO�FYDFMMFOU�SFBE�GPS�BEVMUT�BT�XFMM�BT�DIJMESFO�

Dear Elsa�GFBUVSFT�UIF�HSPXUI�PG�BO�FNBJM�GSJFOETIJQ�CFUXFFO�UXP�đĕI�
HSBEF� TUVEFOUT��)FSF� JT� UIF� TZOPQTJT�PG� UIF�OPWFM� GSPN�UIF�CBDL�DPWFS��
i-FP�IBT�KVTU�NPWFE�GSPN�.POUSFBM�UP�5PSPOUP�BOE�IBUFT�IJT�OFX�TDIPPM
�
IJT�UFBDIFS
�BOE�UIF�PUIFS�TUVEFOUT��&MTB�MJWFT�JO�#PTUPO
�OBWJHBUJOH�IFS�
QBSFOUT�� EJWPSDF� BOE� IFS� EBE�T� SFMBUJPOTIJQ� XJUI� B� OFX� HJSMGSJFOE��ăF�
UXP�CFDPNF�AQFO�QBMT��WJB�FNBJM�GPS�B�TDIPPM�BTTJHONFOU
�BOE�UIFJS�MJWFT�
BSF�EPDVNFOUFE�IFSF�JO�B�GVOOZ�BOE�QPJHOBOU�FYDIBOHF�UIBU�UBLFT�QMBDF�
BDSPTT�UIFJS�(SBEF���ZFBS�u�

ăF�CMVSC�EPFTO�U�NFOUJPO�UIF�SFBTPO�XIZ�*�BN�SFWJFXJOH�UIJT�CPPL�
in Modern Haiku��0OF�PG�UIF�XBZT�UIBU�UIF�UXP�QFO�QBMT�CFDPNF�DMPTF�
GSJFOET�JT�UISPVHI�IBJLV��ăJT�OPWFM�BMTP�DISPOJDMFT�-FP�T�HSPXUI�BT�B�IBJ-
LV�XSJUFS
�BU�đSTU�NFSFMZ�GVMđMMJOH�BO�BTTJHONFOU�UP�XSJUF�B�������TZMMBCMF�
QPFN
�UP�MFBSOJOH�IPX�UP�XSJUF�IBJLV�UIBU�TIBSF�TJHOJđDBOU�JOTJHIUT�BOE�
GFFMJOHT�GSPN�IJT� MJGF�FYQFSJFODFT��-FP�CFHJOT�BUUBDIJOH�IJT�NPTU�SFDFOU�
IBJLV�BU�UIF�FOE�PG�FNBJMT�UP�&MTB��ăFZ�BSF�TJNQMF�QPTUTDSJQUT�	QT
�

MPPLJOH�PVU�UIF�XJOEPX
JO�IJT�OFX�TDIPPM
UIF�TBE�TUVEFOU

&WFSZ� XSJUFS� OFFET� BO� JOUFSFTUFE� SFBEFS� XIP� QSPWJEFT� VOEFSTUBOEJOH�
BOE�DBSJOH� JO� UIFJS� SFTQPOTFT��&MTB�CFDPNFT�-FP�T� SFBEFS�XIP�SFTQPOET�
IPOFTUMZ�BOE�LFFQT�BTLJOH�GPS�NPSF��*O�SFTQPOTF�UP�UIF�iMPPLJOH�PVU�UIF�
XJOEPXu�IBJLV
�TIF�XSJUFT��i%FBS�-FP
�"DUVBMMZ�*�UIJOL�ZPVS�IBJLVT�MPPL�
FWFO�CFUUFS�XIFO�ZPV�VTF�MPXFS�DBTF�MFUUFST��*�SFBMMZ�MJLF�UIBU�POF��*�HVFTT�
JU�T�BCPVU�ZPV �*�DBO�KVTU�QJDUVSF�ZPV�XBJUJOH�VOUJM�ZPVS�UFBDIFS�T�CBDL�XBT�
UVSOFE�BOE�UIFO�KVNQJOH�PVU�UIF�XJOEPX�UP�FTDBQF��:PVS�QFO�QBM
�&MTB�u

8JUIJO�UIF�DPOUFYU�PG�UIFJS�FNBJM�FYDIBOHFT
�XF�DBO�TFF�UIBU�-FP�JT�NP-
UJWBUFE�UP�XSJUF�NPSF�IBJLV�CFDBVTF�IF�JT�MFBSOJOH�BCPVU�JUT�TPDJBM�OBUVSF��
)BJLV�JT�OPU�NFSFMZ�B�XSFTUMJOH�XJUI�XPSET�BOE�JNBHFT��JU�JT�B�NFBOT�PG�
TIBSJOH�IJT�GFFMJOHT�BOE�MJGF�TUSVHHMFT��'PS�FYBNQMF
�JO�B�DPVQMF�PG�FNBJMT�
UIF�DIJMESFO�EJTDVTT�)BMMPXFFO�� +PF�XBT�OPU� JOWJUFE� UP�BOZ�)BMMPXFFO�
QBSUJFT�BOE�EFDJEFE�IF�XBT�UPP�PME�UP�ESFTT�VQ�BOE�HP�USJDL�PS�USFBUJOH��
&MTB�TFOET�IJN�B�QJDUVSF�PG�IFSTFMG�ESFTTFE�VQ�BT�,BUOJTT�&WFSHSFFO�GSPN�
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ăF�)VOHFS�(BNFT��)F� MJLFT� JU�CVU� TJHOT�PĈ�i:PVS�VODIFFSZ�QFO�QBM�u�
)PXFWFS
�IF�BMTP�BUUBDIFT�B�IBJLV�QPTUTDSJQU�

UIF�GBU�TRVJSSFM
greedily eating
MBTU�OJHIU�T�KBDL�P�MBOUFSO

&MTB�XSJUFT�CBDL��i*�SFBMMZ�MPWF�ZPVS�IBJLV��*U�T�TUSBOHF
�*�WF�TFFO�TRVJSSFMT�
FBUJOH�SPUUJOH�QVNQLJOT�UPP
�CVU�*�OFWFS�UIPVHIU�BCPVU�XSJUJOH�B�QPFN�
BCPVU�JU��*�HVFTT�UIBU�T�XIZ�ZPV�SF�B�QPFU�BOE�*�N�OPU�u�*O�IFS�QPTUTDSJQU�
TIF�UFMMT�-FP�UIBU�IF�T�XSPOH�CFDBVTF�i:PV�SF�OFWFS�UPP�PME�GPS�)BMMPX-
FFO��&WFO�HSPXOVQT�IBWF�)BMMPXFFO�QBSUJFT�u�'SBUJDFMMJ�T�OPWFM�TIPXT�UIF�
PSJHJOT�PG�IBJLV�GSPN�-FP�T�MJGF�DJSDVNTUBODFT�BT�XFMM�BT�UIF�CFOFđUT�BOE�
UIFSBQFVUJD�WBMVF�PG�TIBSJOH�IBJLV�XJUI�B�SFBEFS�XIP�DBSFT�

"T�B� GFMMPX�FEVDBUPS
�POF�PG� UIF�NPTU� JNQPSUBOU� UBLF�B�XBZT� GPS�NF�
JT�IPX�UIJT�TUPSZ�DISPOJDMFT�-FP�T�HSPXUI�BT�B�IBJLV�XSJUFS��)F�CFHJOT�CZ�
NFSFMZ� DPNQMFUJOH� BO� BTTJHONFOU��"T�IF� FOHBHFT�XJUI� UIF� BSU� PG�XSJU-
JOH�IBJLV�PWFS�BO�FYUFOEFE�UJNF�JO�UIJT�DBTF
�POF�ZFBS�IF�MFBSOT�UIBU�
UIF�HPBM�JT�UP�VOEFSTUBOE�POF�T�PXO�MJGF�FYQFSJFODFT�UISPVHI�TPDJBM�JOUFS-
BDUJPOT�XJUI�SFBEFST��&WFSZPOF�XBOUT�UP�CF�LOPXO�GPS�TQFDJBM�UBMFOUT�PS�
HJĕT��"U�POF�QPJOU�JO�UIF�OPWFMMB
�-FP�JT�USZJOH�UP�HBJO�SFDPHOJUJPO�JO�UIF�
OFX�TDIPPM�BT�B�ESVNNFS��)PXFWFS
�GPS�IJT�QFO�QBM
�&MTB
�BOE�IJT�UFBDIFS
�
IF�CFDPNFT�LOPXO�BT�UIF�IBJLV�XSJUFS��*O�BEEJUJPO�UP�FYQSFTTJOH�IJT�PXO�
TUSVHHMFT
�-FP�BMTP�MFBSOT�NPSF�BCPVU�&MTB�BOE�XSJUFT�IBJLV�UIBU�TVQQPSU�
IFS�EJċDVMUJFT��*�EPO�U�XBOU�UP�CF�B�UPUBM�TQPJMFS�PG�UIF�OPWFM�T�QMPU
�CVU�
IFSF�JT�POF�PG�IJT�IBJLV�UIBU�QSPWJEFT�FNQBUIZ�BOE�DBSF�GPS�IFS�DJSDVN-
TUBODFT�

BU�UIF�CPUUPN�PG�UIF�QZSBNJE
a young girl
JO�B�XIFFMDIBJS

&MTB�FNBJMT�CBDL��iăBOLT�GPS�UIF�IBJLV��*U�T�SFBMMZ�TUSBOHF�UP�IBWF�TPNF-
POF�XSJUF�B�QPFN�XJUI�ZPV�JO�JU��ăF�POMZ�UIJOH�UIBU�XBTO�U�GVO�BCPVU�NZ�
USJQ�XBT�UIBU�B�MPU�PG�QMBDFT�XFSFO�U�XIFFMDIBJS�BDDFTTJCMF�u
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.BSDP�'SBUJDFMMJ�T�OPWFM�QSPWJEFT�B�XPOEFSGVM�NPEFM�GPS�UFBDIJOH�IBJ-
LV�UP�DIJMESFO�UIBU�FOHBHFT�UIFN�JO�UIF�BSU�PG�QBZJOH�BUUFOUJPO�UP�UIFJS�
PXO� MJGF� FYQFSJFODFT�BOE� TIBSJOH� UIFN�UISPVHI�IBJLV� JNBHFT�BOE� GFFM-
JOHT��ăJT�JT�BO�PVUTUBOEJOH�BMUFSOBUJWF�UP�UIF�UZQJDBM�iMFU�T�XSJUF�B�IBJLV�
UPEBZu�BTTJHONFOU�JO�XIJDI�TUVEFOUT�DPVOU�TZMMBCMFT�BOE�XSJUF�iB�QPFN�
BCPVU�OBUVSF�u�*U�UBLFT�UJNF
�TIBSJOH
�BOE�HFOVJOF�SFTQPOTFT�GPS�B�TUVEFOU� 
UP� MFBSO� XIBU� UIF� BSU� PG� XSJUJOH� IBJLV� JT� GPS�UP� TIBSF� PVS� FNPUJPOT
 
PCTFSWBUJPOT
�BOE�JOTJHIUT�GSPN�PVS�MJWFT��Dear Elsa would be a wonder-
GVM�TUBSU�GPS�ZPVOH�SFBEFST�BOE�XSJUFST��*�SFDPNNFOE�ZPV�CVZ�B�DPQZ�GPS�
BO�FMFNFOUBSZ�UFBDIFS�ZPV�LOPX�	PS�EPOBUF�B�DPQZ�UP�ZPVS�MPDBM�TDIPPM�T�
MJCSBSZ
��"OE�HJWF�B�DPQZ�PG�UIJT�CPPL�UP�BOZ�ZPVOHTUFST�XIP�BSF�DVSJPVT�
BCPVU�UIF�BSU�PG�XSJUJOH�IBJLV�

Briefly Noted

Enough Light
�CZ�.BSZ�4UFWFOT�	8JODIFTUFS
�7B���3FE�.PPO�1SFTT
�����
��
���QBHFT������¤������(MPTTZ�CMBDL�BOE�XIJUF�DBSE�DPWFST��QFSGFDUCPVOE��
*4#/��������������������1SJDF���������GSPN�XXX�SFENPPOQSFTT�DPN

ăF� MBUFTU� GSPN�BXBSE�XJOOJOH�QPFU�.BSZ�4UFWFOT�XIPTF�QFBDFGVM� BQ-
QSPBDI� UP� MJGF� JT� FWJEFOU� JO� UIFTF� JOTJHIUGVM�QPFNT��morning calm / the 
barred owl’s swivel / shakes off the snow��)FS�PCTFSWBUJPO�PG�OBUVSF�IFSF�
DBQUVSFT�UIF�DBTVBM�BOE�TFSFOF�NPPE�BĕFS�B�TOPXGBMM��4UFWFOT�BMTP�DPWFZT�
RVJFU�EPNFTUJD�TDFOFT�UIBU�TIPX�UIFJS�TUSFOHUI�UISPVHI�IPX�JNNFEJBUFMZ�
UIFZ�USBOTQPSU�UIF�SFBEFS�GSPN�PVS�XPSME�UP�UIBU�PG�UIF�QPFU�T��one by one 
/ the houselights follow me / to bed��8IJMF�UIJT�DPMMFDUJPO�JT�DPNQSJTFE�PG�
NPTUMZ�OBUVSF�CBTFE�QPFNT�UIFSF�BSF�TFWFSBM�SFMBUJPOTIJQ�QPFNT�UIBU�BSF�
IBOEMFE�XJUI�UIF�TBNF�TUFBEZ�IBOE��when better than nothing / becomes 
not enough / waxing crescent��6MUJNBUFMZ
�UIF�EJTDJQMJOF�PG�NJOEGVMOFTT�JT�
PO�GVMM�EJTQMBZ�JO�4UFWFOT��QPFUSZ
�BT�FWJEFODFE�JO�IFS�UJUMF�QPFN�� forest 
fireflies / only enough light / for the next step.�ăF�QPFU�SFNJOET�UIF�SFBEFS�
UP�TMPX�EPXO�BOE�MPPL�BSPVOE��"MXBZT�HPPE�BEWJDF���1FUFS�/FXUPO


