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Loss and Betrayal: Some Little Pitfalls
 of Translation

David Burleigh

*U�T�CFUUFS� UP� BTL� BOE�CF� FNCBSSBTTFE�PODF
� UIBO�OPU� UP� BTL� BOE�CF�
embarrassed always.

+BQBOFTF�QSPWFSC

RBUIFS�UIBO�SFQFBUJOH�UIF�GBNPVT�SFNBSL�CZ�UIF�QPFU�3PCFSU�'SPTU
�
PS�UIF�XFMM�LOPXO�*UBMJBO�BEBHF
�XJUI�XIJDI�XSJUJOHT�PO�USBOTMBUJPO�

VTVBMMZ�CFHJO
�*�XJMM�MFU�UIF�UJUMF�EP�UIBU�GPS�NF
�BOE�NPWF�EJSFDUMZ�UP�UIF�
TVCKFDU��*�TIPVME�MJLF�UP�HBUIFS�TPNF�SFĔFDUJPOT�PO�XIBU�DBO�HP�XSPOH�JO�
USBOTMBUJOH�IBJLV
�ESBXJOH�QBSUMZ�PO�NZ�PXO�FYQFSJFODF
�BOE�QBSUMZ�PO�
PCTFSWBUJPO�PG�PUIFS�QFPQMF�T�XPSL��*�IPQF�UIBU�BU�MFBTU�TPNF�PG�UIJT�NJHIU�
CF�JOTUSVDUJWF�

ăPVHI�OFWFS�GPSNBMMZ�USBJOFE�JO�+BQBOFTF
�NZ�JOUFSFTU�JO�IBJLV
�BOE�
UIFO� MJWJOH� JO�+BQBO
�CSPVHIU�NF� JOUP�DPOUBDU�XJUI�PUIFST�XIP�XJTIFE�
GPS� TPNF� BTTJTUBODF�XJUI� USBOTMBUJPO�� 1PFUSZ
� QBSUJDVMBSMZ�NPEFSO� *SJTI�
QPFUSZ
�XBT�NZ�QPJOU�PG�FOUSZ
�TP�*�CFHBO�XJUI�B�TFOTF�UIBU�UIF�MBOHVBHF�
PG�QPFUSZ�XBT�EJĈFSFOU�BOE�TQFDJBM
�OPU� KVTU�CJUT�PG�QSPTF�DVU�VQ��	*SJTI�
QPFUSZ
�FWFO�XIJMF�FNCSBDJOH�.PEFSOJTN
�IBT�UFOEFE�UPXBSE�GPSNBMJUZ
�
MFBEJOH�POF�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�QPFU�UP�DPNQMBJO�PG�iUIF�UZSBOOZ�PG�UIF�XFMM�
NBEF�QPFNu
��"ĕFS�đSTU�CFJOH�BTLFE�CZ�UIF�MBUF�,B[VP�4BUʹ�UP�IFMQ�IJN�
SFWJTF�TPNF�&OHMJTI�WFSTJPOT�PG�IBJLV�GPS�QVCMJDBUJPO�JO�B�KPVSOBM
�*�XBT�
UIFO�BTLFE
�PO�IJT�JOUSPEVDUJPO
�UP�IFMQ�,ʹLP�,BUʹ�JO�UIF�TBNF�DBQBD-
JUZ��4IF�EJE�OPU�UIFO�IBWF�IFS�PXO�HSPVQ�PS�KPVSOBM
�CVU�XBT�B�NFNCFS�
PG�BOPUIFS�kessha
�GSPN�XIJDI�TIF�MBUFS�CSPLF�BXBZ��ăF�TNBMM�CPPL�TIF�
CSPVHIU�PVU�CFGPSF�UIBU
�DBMMFE�TJNQMZ�Haiku in English
�IBE�B�WFSTF�CZ�
UIFO�QSJNF�NJOJTUFS�:BTVIJSP�/BLBTPOF
�XIP�JT�OPX
�BU�UIF�BHF�PG�B�IVO-
ESFE
�đHVSF�IFBEJOH�UIF�NPWF�UP�IBWF�IBJLV�MJTUFE�BT�B�GPSN�PG�*OUBOHJCMF�
$VMUVSBM�)FSJUBHF�BU�6/&4$0�
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0ODF�,ʹLP�,BUʹ�IBE�EFDMBSFE�JOEFQFOEFODF�BOE�TFU�VQ�IFS�PXO�HSPVQ�
and journal Kō
�XJUI�B�UXJDF�ZFBSMZ�JTTVF�JO�&OHMJTI
�*�XBT�BTLFE�UP�IFMQ�
XJUI�GVSUIFS�USBOTMBUJPOT
�BOE�IBQQJMZ�BHSFFE��ăF�XPSL�UIBU�*�EJE�XJUI�
IFS
�MJLF�NPTU�PG�XIBU�*�IBWF�EPOF
�DPOTJTUFE�PG�NZ�SFWJTJOH�UIF�&OHMJTI�
WFSTJPOT�UIBU�TIF�IBE�BMSFBEZ�TFMFDUFE�BOE�QSFQBSFE��ăFSF�XBT�TPNF�DPO-
GVTJPO�BU�đSTU�BT�UP�IPX�UIJT�XPVME�CF�BDDPNQMJTIFE
�TJODF�JO�PSEFS�UP�EP�
UIF�SFWJTJPO�*�GFMU�*�OFFEFE�UP�USZ�BOE�VOEFSTUBOE�UIF�PSJHJOBM�BT�XFMM�BT�*�
DPVME
�TP�JU�XBT�OPU�NFSFMZ�B�RVFTUJPO�PG�HSBNNBS�BOE�QVODUVBUJPO
�BOE�
DPVME�OPU�CF�EPOF�TJNQMZ�PO�UIF�UFMFQIPOF��"MUIPVHI�UIF�ESBĕT�DBNF�
GSPN�IFS�JO�&OHMJTI
�XF�IBWF�BMXBZT�TQPLFO�JO�+BQBOFTF
�XIJDI�QSPCBCMZ�
IFMQFE�NZ�VOEFSTUBOEJOH
� BOE�PWFS� UIF�ZFBST� *�CFDBNF�BDDVTUPNFE� UP�
SFBEJOH�IFS�OPUFT�JO�+BQBOFTF�BT�XFMM��#VU�GPS�UIF�QSJODJQMFT�BOE�QSPDFTT�
PG�SFWJTJPO
�*�IBE�OP�NPEFMT�BOE�XBT�GFFMJOH�NZ�XBZ��8IFO�UIF�SFTVMUT�
XFSF�UIFO�BTTFNCMFE�JOUP�B�CPPL�TPNF�ZFBST�MBUFS
�UIF�RVFTUJPOT�CFDBNF�
more pressing.

ăF�CPPL�UIBU�FWFOUVBMMZ�BQQFBSFE
�TPNF�UXFOUZ�ZFBST�BHP
�IBE�WPDBC-
VMBSZ�OPUFT�BOE�DPNNFOUBSZ
�CFTJEFT�UIF�USBOTMBUJPO
�BOE�FBDI�IBJLV�XBT�
BMMPUUFE�B�TJOHMF�QBHF
�UIPVHI�UIF�OPUFT�PDDBTJPOBMMZ�SBO�POUP�B�TFDPOE�
POF��"MM�UIF�OBNFT�JO�UIF�CPPL�BQQFBSFE�JO�+BQBOFTF�PSEFS
�GBNJMZ�OBNF�
đSTU�	UIF�NFUIPE�UIBU�*�TIBMM�VTF�GSPN�OPX�PO�IFSF

�FYDFQU�GPS�UIF�FEJ-
UPS�IFSTFMG�PO�UIF�DPWFS�BOE�UIF�UJUMF�QBHF��ăBU�XBT�POF�PG�NBOZ�TNBMM�
NBUUFST�UIBU�OFFEFE�TPNF�DPOTJEFSBUJPO�BT�UIF�CPPL�UPPL�TIBQF
�BOE�*�
XBT�DBSFGVM
�GPS�FYBNQMF
�UP�BEE�iTIFu�UP�UIF�OPUF�BCPVU�UIF�QPFU�XIFO�JU�
XBT�BQQSPQSJBUF��%BUFT�PG�CJSUI�BOE�HSPVQ�BċMJBUJPO�XFSF�BMTP�HJWFO
�CVU�
FWFO�UIJT� JOGPSNBUJPO�PĕFO�EJE�OPU�IFMQ�NVDI�XJUI�UIF�JOUFSQSFUBUJPO�
PG�UIF�QPFN
�TP�*�EFDJEFE�UP�BEE�TPNF�GVSUIFS�OPUFT
�BCPVU�UIJOHT�UIBU�
B�SFBEFS�MJLF�NZTFMG�NJHIU�XBOU�UP�LOPX��ăFTF�OPUFT�JODMVEFE�JOGPSNB-
UJPO�BCPVU�QMBOUT�BOE�ĔPXFST
�GPS�XIJDI�*�BTTJEVPVTMZ�TFBSDIFE�SFGFSFODF�
CPPLT��0ĕFO�QMBOUT�IBWF�NPSF�UIBO�POF�OBNF
�CFTJEFT�UIF�-BUJO�POF
�BOE�
BU�UIF�WFSZ�MFBTU
�*�UIPVHIU
�UIF�SFBEFS�XPVME�XBOU�UP�LOPX�UIF�DPMPVS�PG�
B�ĔPXFS�UIBU�XBT�NFOUJPOFE��#PPLT�BOE�BSUXPSLT�XFSF�BMTP�PDDBTJPOBMMZ�
JOWPLFE
�BOE�TFFNFE�UP�NFSJU�FYQMBOBUJPO�UPP��*U�XBT� JOUFSFTUJOH�UP�EP�
UIJT
�CVU�JO�POF�DBTF�JU�MFE�UP�BO�JOUFSQSFUBUJPO�UIBU�XBT�JUTFMG�NJTMFBEJOH�
.BLJOH�VQ�UIF�NFUIPE�BT�*�XFOU�BMPOH
�*�HFOFSBMMZ�BJNFE�BU�B�UISFF�MJOF 
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QBUUFSO�PG������
� UFTUJOH� UIF� TPVOE�PG� JU�NZTFMG�� *OFWJUBCMZ� UIF� SIZUIN�
DBNF�PVU�PG� B�#SJUJTI�PS� *SJTI� TQFBLJOH� WPJDF
� BOE� *�EJE�OPU� JOWBSJBCMZ�
DMFBWF�UP�UIF�TZMMBCJD�QBUUFSO
�CVU�XBT�QSFQBSFE�UP�BCBOEPO�UIJT�JG�JU�EJE�
OPU�TFFN�UP�XPSL
�BOE�PĕFO�EJE�TP��/PX�POMZ�B�EP[FO
�PS�QFSIBQT�B�TDPSF
�
PG�UIF�&OHMJTI�WFSTJPOT�TFFN�UP�NF�TBUJTGBDUPSZ�TUJMM
�CVU�POF�JO�QBSUJDVMBS�
XBT�NJTDPOTUSVFE
�BOE�SFNBJOFE�TP�FWFO�BĕFS�TPNF�DPSSFDUJPOT�IBE�CFFO�
NBEF�UP�B�TFDPOE�QSJOUJOH��*�XBT�OPU�BXBSF�PG�UIJT�VOUJM�POF�EBZ�XIFO�*�
XBT�UBLFO�UP�WJTJU�UIF�BVUIPS�PG�UIF�WFSTF
�,BOFLP�5PIUB
�BU�IJT�IPNF�JO�
,VNBHBZB
�BOE�UIF�CPPL�XBT�QSPEVDFE�

蒼海に鵜や餓鬼やいて泳ぎけり
sōkai ni u ya gaki ya ite oyogikeri

*O�UIF�CMVF�TFB
XIFSF�DPSNPSBOUT�BOE�IVOHSZ�HIPTUT
IBWF�BMSFBEZ�TXVN1  

ăF� QPFU�T� TPO
� XIP� XBT� IPMEJOH� UIF� CPPL
� TBJE� TJNQMZ� UIBU� gaki just 
NFBOT�iLJET
u�BOE�*�SFBMJ[FE�UIBU�UIJT�FNCBSSBTTJOH�NJTUBLF�XBT�UIF�SFTVMU�
PG�PWFS�FYQMBOBUJPO��ăF�MJUFSBM�NFBOJOH�PG� UIF�XPSE
�XIJDI�*�IBE�EVH�
PVU�PG�UIF�EJDUJPOBSZ
�JT�JOEFFE�iIVOHSZ�HIPTUT
u�PS�preta
�B�#VEEIJTU�UFSN�
GPS�TPNFPOF�XIPTF�EFTJSFT�DBO�OFWFS�CF�TBUJTđFE
�CVU�JO�PSEJOBSZ�TQFFDI�
JU�JT�B�DPMMPRVJBM�UFSN�GPS�LJET
�CSBUT
�VSDIJOT
�BDUJWF�BOE�SFTUMFTT�BT�UIFZ�
BSF��*U� JT�IVNPSPVT�BT�XFMM
�BOE�NZ�FSSPS�IBE�CFFO�UP�UBLF�UIF�QSJNBSZ�
NFBOJOH�PG� UIF�XPSE
� BOE�OPU� JUT� DPOUFYUVBM�POF
� UIF�POF� JOUFOEFE� JO�
UIJT�DBTF�

-JUFSBMOFTT
�UIFO
�DBO�CF�NJTMFBEJOH
�BOE�*�BN�OPU�UIF�POMZ�POF�UP�IBWF�
FODPVOUFSFE� JU� JO� SFOEFSJOH� UIJT� QPFU��0OF�PG� UIF� GPVS� WPMVNFT�PG�IJT�
XPSL�JOUSPEVDFE�CZ�3JDIBSE�(JMCFSU
�MFBEJOH�B�HSPVQ�PG�USBOTMBUPST
�IBT�
B�TJNJMBSMZ�QV[[MJOH�WFSTF��ăF�CPPLT�BSF�SFQMFUF�XJUI�JOGPSNBUJPO
�BOE�
TUJNVMBUJOH�UP�SFBE
� UIPVHI�PDDBTJPOBMMZ�DBSFMFTT�� *�XBT�QV[[MFE�CZ�UIJT�
QPFN�JO�UIF�đSTU�PG�UIF�UXP�WPMVNFT�EFWPUFE�UP�UIF�IBJLV�

屋上に洗濯の妻空母海に
okujō ni sentaku no tsuma kūbo umi ni
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������������������������JO�UIF�MPĕ
NZ�XJGF�EPFT�UIF�MBVOESZ��
������������������������PO�UIF�TFB
�����������������������������UIF�BJSDSBĕ�DBSSJFS2  

"MUIPVHI�okujō� JT�VTVBMMZ� iSPPĕPQ
u� UIF�,PO�/JDIJ�5SBOTMBUJPO�(SPVQ�
IBWF�DIPTFO�UP�SFOEFS�UIJT�BT�iMPĕu�	yaneura

�UIF�TQBDF�CFMPX�B�TMPQJOH�
SPPG��8IBU�JT�IBSE�UP�VOEFSTUBOE�JT�XIZ�BOZPOF�XPVME�EP�UIFJS�MBVOESZ�
UIFSF��"SF�XF�UP�JNBHJOF�UIF�QPFU�T�XJGF�DMJNCJOH�VQ�BOE�EPXO�B�MBEEFS�
XJUI�CVDLFUT�PG�XBUFS�BOE�XFU�XBTIJOH �*U�EPFTO�U�NBLF�TFOTF��ăF�QPFN�
JT�EBUFE�TFWFSBM�ZFBST�BĕFS�UIF�XBS
�XIFO�UIF�SFDFOUMZ�NBSSJFE�QPFU�BOE�
IJT�XJGF�XFSF�MJWJOH�JO�UIF�QPSU�PG�,PCF��8IFUIFS�UIFZ�IBE�B�XBTIJOH�
NBDIJOF�JTO�U�DMFBS
�CVU�DFSUBJOMZ�UIF�QMBDF�GPS�EPJOH�UIF�MBVOESZ�XPVME�
IBWF�CFFO�PO�UIF�HSPVOE�ĔPPS
�BOE�QPTTJCMZ�PVUEPPST��8IBU�JT�JOUFOEFE�
IFSF�JT�UIF�TNBMM�QMBUGPSN�GPS�ESZJOH�MBVOESZ�	monohoshi-dai
�UIBU�PĕFO�
FYUFOEFE�GSPN�UIF�SPPG�PG�B�IPVTF
�PS�BO�VQQFS�QBSU
�BOE�XPVME�IBWF�CFFO�
DPNNPO�UIFO��ăJT�DBO�TUJMM�CF�TFFO�PDDBTJPOBMMZ�UPEBZ
�FTQFDJBMMZ�JO�UIF�
DPVOUSZ��8IBU�UIF�QPFU�T�XJGF�JT�EPJOH
�UIFO
�JT�IBOHJOH�UIF�MBVOESZ�PVU�
UP�ESZ
�BOE�UIJT�EPNFTUJD�JNBHF�JT�DPNCJOFE�XJUI�UIF�PNJOPVT�QSFTFODF�
PG�BO�BJSDSBĕ�DBSSJFS�	MJU��iTLZ�NPUIFS
u�B�NPUIFS�TIJQ�GPS�QMBOFT
�JO�UIF�
PċOH��1FSIBQT�UIF�QPFU�DBO�TFF�CPUI�BOE�JT�IJNTFMG�PVUTJEF��ăF�QPFU�IBT�
SFUVSOFE�UP�PSEJOBSZ�DJWJMJBO�MJGF�BOE�UIF�XBS�JT�PWFS
�ZFU�UIF�BĕFSNBUI�PG�
XBS�TUJMM�MJOHFST
�MJLF�UIF�TIJQ�JO�UIF�EJTUBODF�

/FJUIFS�UIJT�QPFN�OPS�UIF�POF�BCPWF�PDDVST�JO�FJUIFS�PG�UIF�UXP�TNBMM�
WPMVNFT�PG�DPNNFOUBSZ�UIBU�*�IBWF�PO�UIF�XPSL�PG�,BOFLP�5PIUB
�TP�*�
BN�OPU�BCMF�UP�DMBSJGZ�UIFN�BOZ�GVSUIFS
�CVU�JO�FBDI�DBTF�UIF�SFOEFSJOH�PG�
B�TJOHMF�XPSE�IBT�TLFXFE�UIF�NFBOJOH�PG�UIF�QPFN��*O�OFJUIFS�DBTF�JT�UIJT�
EJTBTUSPVT�GPS�UIF�CPPL�JO�RVFTUJPO
�BNPOH�IVOESFET�PG�PUIFS�QPFNT
�CVU�
CPUI�TIPX�XIBU�DBO�HP�XSPOH�XIFO�UIF�XPSEJOH�PG�UIF�PSJHJOBM�JT�OPU�
TFFO�JO�TVċDJFOU�DPOUFYU�

*
"�GSFRVFOU�UFOEFODZ
�PS�UFNQUBUJPO
�JO�USBOTMBUJOH�IBJLV
�JT�UP�SFWFSTF�UIF�
PSEFS�PG�UIF�QPFN
�UP�NBLF�JU�TPVOE�NPSF�OBUVSBM�BDDPSEJOH�UP�UIF�SVMFT�
PG�&OHMJTI� TZOUBY�� *U� JT�OPU�POMZ�CFHJOOJOH� USBOTMBUPST�XIP� UFOE� UP�EP 
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UIJT
� UIPVHI� FYQFSJFODF� JODMJOFT� POF� QFSIBQT�NPSF� UPXBSET� QSFTFSWJOH�
UIF�PSJHJOBM�GPSN�

ăFSF� BSF� OVNFSPVT� RVFTUJPOT� PG� TUZMF� UIBU�NJHIU� CF� EJTDVTTFE
� CVU�
UIFTF�BSF� TVCTJEJBSZ
� BOE�PĕFO�B�NBUUFS�PG� UBTUF��4PNFUJNFT� UIF� SFBEFS�
NBZ�GFFM�UIFZ�XBOU�UP�BMUFS�PS�JNQSPWF�UIF�QPFN�UP�UIFJS�PXO�MJLJOH
�B�
IBCJU� UIBU�IBT�CFFO�FODPVSBHFE�CZ� USBOTMBUJPOT� UIBU� JODMVEF� MJUFSBM�WFS-
TJPOT
�XPSE�GPS�XPSE�SFOEFSJOHT��ăJT�JT�CZ�OP�NFBOT�TPNFUIJOH�OFX�JO�
UIF�CVTJOFTT�PG�SFOEFSJOH�QPFNT�JOUP�&OHMJTI
�BOE�JU�XBT�EPOF�FYUFOTJWFMZ�
XJUI�$IJOFTF�BOE�UIFO�+BQBOFTF�QPFUSZ�JO�UIF�FBSMZ�EBZT�PG�.PEFSOJTN
�
B�DFOUVSZ�BHP��*U�NBZ
�IPXFWFS
�MFBE�UIF�iUSBOTMBUPSu�UP�QSPEVDF�WFSTJPOT�
UIBU
�GPS�CFUUFS�PS�XPSTF
�EFQBSU�GSPN�UIF�NFBOJOH�PG�UIF�PSJHJOBM
�PS�UIF�
JOUFOUJPO�PG�UIF�QPFU��)BJLV�CFJOH�TP�TIPSU
�BOE�TDIPMBSMZ�WPMVNFT�XJUI�
MJUFSBM� USBOTMBUJPOT�PS�OPUFT
� TVDI�BT� UIPTF�CZ�)BSPME�(��)FOEFSTPO�PS�
.BLPUP�6FEB
�CFJOH�XJEFMZ�BWBJMBCMF
�BOZPOF�DBO�IBWF�B�HP��"�NBUUFS�GPS�
DPODFSO�JO�UIJT�NBZ�CF�IPX�GBS�JU�USBWFMT�GSPN�XIBU�JU�TUBSUFE�XJUI
�IPX�
NVDI� JU� JT� BDUVBMMZ�BMUFSFE��7FSTJPOT�PG�#BTIʹ
� GPS�FYBNQMF
� BSF�OPX�TP�
OVNFSPVT�UIBU�BOZPOF�DBO�NBLF�UIFJS�PXO
�CVU�POF�DBTF�UIBU�EJE�HJWF�NF�
B�MJUUMF�QBVTF�DBNF�XIFO�BO�*SJTI�GSJFOE�BTLFE�NF�UP�đOE�UIF�PSJHJOBM�PG�B�
WFSTF�CZ�#BTIʹ
�GPS�QVCMJDBUJPO��

ăF�QPFN�XBT�UP�CF�RVPUFE�JO�BO�FTTBZ�PO�QIJMPTPQIZ�CZ�BO�"NFSJDBO�
TDIPMBS
�XIP�XBOUFE�UP�BEE�UIF�XPSET� JO�+BQBOFTF�UP�BDDPNQBOZ�XIBU�
IF�IBE�DPNF�BDSPTT� JO�&OHMJTI��*U� UPPL�NF�BCPVU�UXP�IPVST�UP�USBDL� JU�
EPXO
�GSPN�CPPL�UP�CPPL
�BOE�XJUI�TPNF�IFMQ�GSPN�UIF�JOUFSOFU
�BOE�*�
DPODMVEFE�UIBU�JU�XBT�B�WFSTJPO�PG�B�WFSTJPO
�CPUI�CZ�4BN�)BNJMM��ăJT�JT�
XIBU�*�IBE�CFFO�PSJHJOBMMZ�HJWFO�

$PNF�PVU�UP�WJFX
UIF�USVUI�PG�ĔPXFST�CMPPNJOH
JO�QPWFSUZ

ăFSF�XBT�BO�BDDPNQBOZJOH�RVFSZ�BT�UP�XIFUIFS�UIF�XPSE�iUSVUIu�XBT�BO�
BQQSPQSJBUF�USBOTMBUJPO��*�GPVOE�UIF�QPFN�JO�B�WPMVNF�TFMFDUFE�CZ�4BN�
)BNJMM�DBMMFE�The Sound of Water: Haiku by Bashō, Buson, Issa, and Other 
Poets�	����

�CVU�XJUIPVU�UIF�+BQBOFTF�3��4FBSDIJOH�B�CJU�GVSUIFS
�*�GPVOE�
XIBU�BQQFBSFE�UP�CF�BOPUIFS�WFSTJPO�CZ�UIF�TBNF�BVUIPS
�JO�The Essential 
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Bashō�	����

�UIJT�UJNF�XJUI�UIF�+BQBOFTF�JO�SPNBO�MFUUFST�

(SBTT�GPS�B�QJMMPX

UIF�USBWFMFS�LOPXT�CFTU�IPX
UP�TFF�DIFSSZ�CMPTTPNT4  

ăF�đSTU�XPSE
�MJUFSBMMZ�iHSBTT�QJMMPX
u�JT�B�SFGFSFODF�UP�USBWFM
�MJGF�PO�UIF�
SPBE��*U�JT�OPU�B�XFMM�LOPXO�WFSTF
�CVU�0TFLP�5PTIJIBSV
�JO�Basho’s Haiku, 
7PM����	����

�HJWFT�JU�BT�

草枕まことの華見しても来よ
kusamakura makoto no hanami shite mo koyo

Sleeping on a journey,
-FBSO�UIF�SJHIU�XBZ�UP�FOKPZ
7JFXJOH�UIF�CMPTTPNT��  

*U�XBT�QSFTFOUFE�BT�B�NJME�BENPOJUJPO
�UIF�FYQMBOBUJPO�UFMMT�VT
�UP�3PUTˎ
�
POF�PG�#BTI �́T�NPSF�SFGSBDUPSZ�EJTDJQMFT
�XIP�XBT�BCPVU�UP�TFU�PĈ�PO�B�
KPVSOFZ�UP�UIF�OPSUI��*U�JT�B�QJFDF�PG�BEWJDF
�UIFO
�SBUIFS�UIBO�B�TFSNPO�
	i$POTJEFS�UIF�MJMJFT�PG�UIF�đFMEu
�PS�NFBOU�UP�JNQBSU�B�QSPGPVOE�TQJSJUV-
BM�USVUI��8IFUIFS�UIJT�makoto�NFBOT�iUSVUIu�JO�UIF�TFOTF�JNQMJFE�CZ�UIF�
đSTU�WFSTJPO�BCPWF
�JT�B�NPPU�QPJOU��5P�UIF�HFOUMF�0OJUTVSB
�B�DPOUFNQP-
SBSZ�PG�#BTIʹ
�JU�NFBOU�TPNFUIJOH�NPSF�MJLF�iTJODFSJUZ�u�*�BEWJTFE�DBVUJPO�
JO�UIF�VTF�PG�UIF�IBJLV
�BOE�TVQQMJFE�XIBU�JOGPSNBUJPO�*�IBE�GPVOE��*U�
NBZ�OP�MPOHFS�CF�OFDFTTBSZ�UP�CF�B�TDIPMBS�UP�SFOEFS�#BTIʹ
�PS�UIF�PUIFS�
NBKPS�IBJLV�QPFUT
�TP�NBOZ�WFSTJPOT�CFJOH�BWBJMBCMF�BMSFBEZ��JO�UIF�MBUF�
+BOF�3FJDIIPME�T�Basho: The Complete Haiku
�UIFSF�BSF�OP�UJUMFT�JO�+BQB-
OFTF�BU�BMM�BNPOH�IFS�TPVSDFT�6 

*
ăF�FYQMPTJPO�PG�UIF�JOUFSOFU�IBT�NBEF�BMM�UIJT�NVDI�CFUUFS
�BOE�NVDI�
XPSTF��0O�UIF�POF�IBOE
�JU�JT�OPX�WFSZ�FBTZ�UP�đOE�JOGPSNBUJPO�BCPVU�UIF�
ĔPSB�BOE�GBVOB�SFGFSSFE�UP�JO�UIF�QPFNT
�BOE�FWFO�UP�DBMM�VQ�JNBHFT�GPS�
SFGFSFODF��ăF�OBNFT�PG�PCTDVSF�QFPQMF�DBO�CF�EJTDPWFSFE�RVJDLMZ
�BOE�
VOVTVBM�SFBEJOHT�PG�DIBSBDUFST�SFWFBMFE
�CVU�DBSF�TUJMM�IBT�UP�CF�UBLFO��*�
BMXBZT�LFFQ�JO�NJOE�BO�FYQFSJFODF�UIBU�*�PODF�IBE�JO�IFMQJOH�TPNFCPEZ�
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USBOTMBUF�B�QPFN��UIF�ESBĕ�*�IBE�CFFO�HJWFO�IBE�B�ZPVOH�HJSM�TUFQQJOH�PO�
iQFEBMT
u�CVU�XIFO�*�DIFDLFE�UIF�PSJHJOBM�*�EJTDPWFSFE�UIBU�JU�XBT�BDUVBMMZ�
iQFUBMT�u�4P�TIF�XBTO�U�SJEJOH�B�CJDZDMF
�CVU�XBMLJOH�PWFS�GBMMFO�CMPTTPNT
�
RVJUF�B�EJĈFSFOU�UIJOH�

ăF�FEJUPS�PG�UIF�*SJTI�IBJLV�XFCTJUF Shamrock
�"OBUPMZ�,VESZBWJUTLZ
�
PDDBTJPOBMMZ� BEET�IBJLV� GSPN�PUIFS�&VSPQFBO� MBOHVBHFT
�XJUI�IJT�PXO�
USBOTMBUJPOT� JOUP�&OHMJTI��#PSO� JO�3VTTJB
� *� TVQQPTFE�UIBU�IF�NJHIU�CF�
GBNJMJBS�XJUI�TPNF�&BTU�&VSPQFBO�MBOHVBHFT
�GPS�JOTUBODF
�BOE�QFSIBQT�
NBLF�VTF�PG�EJDUJPOBSJFT� PS� USBOTMBUJPO� TPĕXBSF� GPS�PUIFST� UIBU�IF�EJE�
OPU�LOPX��*�XFOU�UP�B�MJCSBSZ�PODF�NZTFMG�GPS�IFMQ�JO�SFWJTJOH�TPNF�IBJLV�
GSPN�3PNBOJBO
�IPQJOH�UP�FOMBSHF�NZ�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�UIF�PSJHJOBM�JO�
PSEFS�UP�DMBSJGZ�UIF�&OHMJTI�WFSTJPOT��*�BMTP�UVSOFE�UP�UIF�JOUFSOFU�UP�USZ�
BOE�EFDJQIFS�UIF�JOUSPEVDUJPO�UP�B�)VOHBSJBO�FEJUJPO�PG�BO�BOUIPMPHZ�
UIBU�*�IBE�XPSLFE�PO
�NBJOMZ�UP�EJTDPWFS�XIBU�BQQSPBDI�UIF�USBOTMBUPST�
IBE�UBLFO�UP�UIFJS�UBTL�7�ăJT�XBT�NFSFMZ�DVSJPTJUZ��*�XBT�RVJUF�TVSQSJTFE�
UP�đOE�UIBU� UIF�FEJUPS�PG�Shamrock�IBE�VQMPBEFE�TPNF�USBOTMBUJPOT�PG�
XPSL�CZ�B�NPEFSO�+BQBOFTF�IBJLV�QPFU�MBTU�ZFBS�

ăF�QPFU�JO�RVFTUJPO
�*JEB�3ZˎUB�	���������

�UIPVHI�EJTUJOHVJTIFE
�
IBT�IBSEMZ�CFFO�USBOTMBUFE�JOUP�&OHMJTI
�UIPVHI�*�XBT�GBNJMJBS�XJUI�UIF�
OBNF�TJODF�*�IBE�XPSLFE�PO�B�DPVQMF�PG�IJT�IBJLV�NZTFMG
�BOE�UIFTF�XFSF�
BNPOH�UIF�UXFOUZ�POF�HJWFO�PO�UIF�XFCTJUF��*O�POF�UIBU�*�SFDPHOJ[FE�UIF�
HSBNNBS�TFFNFE�B�MJUUMF�TLFXFE
�CVU�OPOFUIFMFTT�*�SFBE�UIFN�BMM�UISPVHI��
ăFZ�XFSF�HJWFO� JO� +BQBOFTF�BOE�&OHMJTI�POMZ
�XJUIPVU�BOZ� SPNBO� MFU-
UFST
�BOE�UIFSF�XFSF�QMBJOMZ�TPNF�NJTUBLFT��*�TFOU�BO�FNBJM�UP�UIF�FEJUPS
�
BCPVU�FSSPST�UIBU�XFSF�JNNFEJBUFMZ�PCWJPVT��UIBU�JO�B�WFSTF�BCPVU�QMVN�
CMPTTPNT� UIBU�DMFBSMZ�NFOUJPOFE�CPUI�SFE�BOE�XIJUF
�POMZ� UIF� SFE�XBT�
HJWFO�JO�UIF�&OHMJTI
�PS�UIBU�UIF�đOBM�WFSTF�XBT�HJWFO�JO�UIF�XSPOH�TDSJQU�
	katakana
�JO�+BQBOFTF��ăFTF�UIJOHT�XFSF�IBTUJMZ�DPSSFDUFE�UIF�OFYU�EBZ
�
UIPVHI�UIFSF�XBT�OP�BDLOPXMFEHNFOU�PG�NZ�DPNNVOJDBUJPO��0VU�PG�JO-
UFSFTU
�*�XFOU�UISPVHI�UIF�SFTU�PG�UIF�IBJLV�NPSF�DBSFGVMMZ�XJUI�B�OBUJWF�
TQFBLFS
�BOE�XBT�EJTNBZFE�UP�đOE�IPX�JOBDDVSBUF�UIFZ�XFSF��*O�POF
�GPS�
FYBNQMF
�UIF�XPSE�kana
�UIF�LJSFKJ�PS�DVUUJOH�XPSE�XJUI�XIJDI�JU�FOET
�JT�
HJWFO�JO�&OHMJTI�XJUI�B�DBQJUBM�MFUUFS�BT�UIF�OBNF�PG�B�NPVOUBJO�8  

ăJT�JT�UIF�SFOEFSJOH�PG�BOPUIFS�POF
�XIJDI�SFNBJOT�VODIBOHFE�BU�UIF�
UJNF�PG�XSJUJOH�
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母いまは睡りて花の十姉妹

NPUIFSJOH�w
#FOHBMFTF�đODI
and a sleeping flower9  

*U� JT�IBSE� UP�LOPX�XIBU� UIJT� JT�NFBOU� UP� DPOWFZ��ăF� +BQBOFTF� JT�RVJUF�
DPSSFDU
�BOE�UIJT�JT�IPX�JU�HPFT�JO�SPNBO�MFUUFST
�MJUFSBMMZ�USBOTMBUFE�XJUI�
HSBNNBUJDBM�FRVJWBMFODF
�BOE�B�CSFBL�JO�UIF�TFOTF�TIPXO�JO�UIF�NJEEMF�

haha ima wa nemurite hana no jūshimatsu
NPUIFS�OPX�	TVCKFDU�QBSUJDMF
�TMFFQJOH�����ĔPXFS�	PG�BU�CZ
�TPDJFUZ�CJSE

*U�JT�USVF�UIBU�B�DPVQMF�PG�XPSET�BSF�QSPQFSMZ�SFOEFSFE
�CVU�UIF�XIPMF�JT�TP�
NJTDPOTUSVFE�JO�,VESZBWJUTLZ�T�WFSTJPO�UIBU�JU�JT�WJSUVBMMZ�OPOTFOTF��ăF�
TVCKFDU�PG�UIF�WFSC�iTMFFQJOHu�JT�DMFBSMZ�NBSLFE�BT�iNPUIFS
u�XIJMF�iOPXu�
IBT�CFFO�PNJUUFE��ăF�SFTU�SFRVJSFT�B�CJU�NPSF�JOUFSQSFUBUJPO
�TP�*�XFOU�UP�
UIF�MJCSBSZ�UP�TFF�XIBU�*�DPVME�đOE��&WJEFOUMZ�UIJT�JT�POF�PG�B�TFU�PG�WFSTFT�
UIBU�UIF�QPFU�XSPUF�BCPVU�IJT�BHFJOH�NPUIFS�JO�����
�BĕFS�TIF�IBE�IBE�
BO�PQFSBUJPO��ăF�QSPDFEVSF�TFFNFE�UP�IBWF�CFFO�TVDDFTTGVM
�TP�TIF�XBT�
TMFFQJOH�QFBDFGVMMZ��ăF�CJSE�PS�CJSET�IBE�CFFO�CSPVHIU�CZ�WJTJUPST
�BOE�
OFBS�UIF�DBHF�UIFSF�XFSF�QPUUFE�QSJNSPTFT��*U�JT�B�TQSJOH�TDFOF
�CVU�TBEMZ�
UIF�QPFU�T�NPUIFS�EJFE�JO�UIF�BVUVNO�PG�UIBU�ZFBS�10��ăJT�NVDI�*�MFBSOU�
GSPN�UIF�QPFU�T�PXO�BDDPVOU
�CVU�BT�TP�PĕFO�XJUI�IBJLV
�UIFSF�BSF�PUIFS�
UIJOHT�UIBU�OFFE�UP�CF�FYQMBJOFE�

ăF�#FOHBMFTF�đODI�	Lonchura striata domestica

�BMTP�LOPXO�BT�B�TP-
DJFUZ�CJSE
�EPFT�OPU�FYJTU�JO�UIF�XJME
�POMZ�BT�B�DBHF�CJSE
�BOE�XIFUIFS�JU�
JT� TJOHVMBS�PS�QMVSBM�IFSF� JT�OPU�TUBUFE��*UT�DVSJPVT�OBNF�MJUFSBMMZ�NFBOT�
iUFO�TJTUFST
u�QFSIBQT�SFĔFDUJOH�JUT�TPDJBCMF�OBUVSF�11  The word hana does 
PG� DPVSTF�NFBO� iĔPXFS
u� CVU� JO� IBJLV� JOEJDBUFT� TQSJOH� CMPTTPNT
� PĕFO�
UIPVHI� OPU� BMXBZT� PS� OFDFTTBSJMZ� DIFSSZ� CMPTTPNT��ăF� EFTDSJQUJPO� CZ�
UIF�QPFU�DBMMT�UIFN�iQSJNSPTFTu�	sakura-sō

�BOE�JT�B�EFUBJM�UIBU�UIF�SFBEFS�
XPVME�OPU�LOPX��*U�JT�B�QJOL�ĔPXFS�	Primula sieboldii

�OBUJWF�UP�+BQBO��
ăF�TDFOF�JT�TFU�JOEPPST
�BOE�UIF�IBJLV�NJHIU�CF�SFOEFSFE�TPNFUIJOH�MJLF�
UIJT�



Modern Haiku 49.2��

.PUIFS�OPX�SFTUJOH�w
B�#FOHBMFTF�đODI�OFYU�UP
UIF�QPUUFE�QSJNSPTF

ăF�NPPE�JT�DBMN
�SFMJFWFE
�IPQFGVM
�BĕFS�UIF�BOYJFUZ�UIBU�XFOU�CFGPSF��
"T�UIF�POMZ�SFNBJOJOH�DIJME�PG�GPVS�CPZT
�UIF�QPFU�T�GFFMJOHT�NVTU�IBWF�
CFFO� JOUFOTF��"�QSFGBUPSZ�OPUF� UP� UIF�QPFNT�PO� UIF�Shamrock website 
TUBUFT�UIBU�3ZˎUB�T�UISFF�PMEFS�CSPUIFST�iEJFE�JO�UIFJS�DIJMEIPPE
u�XIFSFBT�
JO�GBDU�UIFZ�BMM�EJFE�BT�BEVMUT�JO�UIF�XBS
�POF�BT�UIF�SFTVMU�PG�JMMOFTT
�BOE�
UIF�PUIFS�UXP�JO�BDUJPO
�POF�JO�UIF�1IJMJQQJOFT�BOE�UIF�PUIFS�JO�$IJOB�12  

4P�NVDI�NJTDPODFQUJPO�JT�B�EJTDPVSUFTZ�UP�UIF�QPFU
�BT�XFMM�BT�B�EJTTFSWJDF�
UP�UIF�SFBEFS�

*
5SBOTMBUJPO� JT� B� UJDLMJTI�NBUUFS
�XJUI�NBOZ� DPOUFOUJPVT�EFUBJMT� UP� DPO-
TJEFS
� BOE� QFSIBQT� đOBMMZ� JNQPTTJCMF��8F� USZ� BOE� EP� UIF� CFTU� XF� DBO��
4PNFUJNFT
� BT�8��)��"VEFO� TVHHFTUFE
�NJTUSBOTMBUJPO� DBO� MFBE� UP�OFX�
JEFBT
�UIPVHI�*�EPVCU�UIBU�BOZ�PG�UIFTF�FYBNQMFT�XJMM�EP�UIBU��/PX�UIBU�
*�UIJOL�PG�JU
�*�NVTU�IBWF�BOPUIFS�MPPL�BU�UIBU�)VOHBSJBO�USBOTMBUJPO
�UP�
TFF�JG�UIFZ�BWPJEFE�NZ�PXO�NJTUBLF�JO�UIF�WFSTF�CZ�,BOFLP�5PIUB��*�IPQF�
UIFZ�EJE��ăFJS�NFUIPE�BOE�BQQSPBDI
�PG�JODMVEJOH�UXP�TFQBSBUF�WFSTJPOT�
PG�FBDI�QPFN
�POF�CZ�B�TDIPMBS�PG�+BQBOFTF�MJUFSBUVSF
�BOE�UIF�PUIFS�CZ�B�
QPFU
�JT�DFSUBJOMZ�BO�PSJHJOBM�BOE�JOUFSFTUJOH�POF�
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